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Candidates for Mayor on Hayward Issues 
Candidates for Mayor responded to a report I wrote, “Ideas for Hayward.” Their comments 

are below. The topic headings have only a brief indication of the discussion in the report, and 
sometimes the candidates refer to ideas in not in the brief summary, so you may need to refer to 
the report for details on the Hayward Area Planning Association website at http://www.hayward-
ca.gov/.  

HAPA provides this information for public use and does not endorse candidates. The ideas 
are for discussion and not necessarily adopted policy by HAPA. This is a long document, of a kind 
never been done before in the history of Hayward. I congratulate the candidates on taking the 
time to answer. 

-Sherman Lewis, President, HAPA, 510-538-3692, sherman@csuhayward.us, April 2014 

1. Capacity 

Capacity has to do with the resources a city has to meet the needs of its people. Resources 
include statutory authority, revenues, political will, revenues, competency, and revenues.  

Barbara Halliday: This is a good summary of where we are. Thanks for recognizing the limited 
resources. We are going to have to rely on the people who live and work here to solve a lot of 
community problems. The city needs to help with education, outreach and logistics to bring 
people together and get people involved. Collaborations, partnerships and good old fashioned 
volunteerism are the trends we need to embrace. 

Francisco Zermeño:  I am in agreement that our City’s Budget “…is a constraint on many of the 
ideas discussed below”, and that revenues have been low. The reasons why our kitty is skinny are 
many. One is a local economy that is still weak. Why? Because we leak dollars. Huh? 
Unfortunately, Hayward residents do NOT, I repeat, do not Shop Hayward First. Our residents 
don’t believe in my Localnomics for a Strong Local Economy. Why buy a Toyota in Fremont, when 
we have them in Hayward? Why not shop in our Historic Southland Mall? The Zermeño Family 
does…we lead by example, always. I will find out where things slow down and why.  

Hayward has been ‘discovered’ for the negativeness that folks, even Hayward residents, say 
about it. I have been working to have us be known for the positives. There is absolutely NO 
reason why we should not be the Center of the Bay, not just the Heart of the Bay. "Oakland, 
Fremont, Dublin and Hayward topped the list of most moved-to cities, most likely because of 
easy BART access..." (http://sfist.com/2013/12/27/new_flash_alameda_county_is_so_hot.php).  
Even while 10,000 Caucasians left our City, 20,000 Latinos replaced them (KTVU, Nov. 3, 2013). 

“Working with others to make things happen” or collaboration and partnerships are the best 
way to lead a City. 

Mark Salinas: Property and transfer taxes, sales taxes, and the Measure A are the central sources 
of revenue to the city. There are other sources of course but these are the central sources where 
our city gets money. So philosophically we need to ask ourselves how do we maximize what each 
of these sources yield. Because this translates into services that all of us expect from City Hall. 
From police and fire to city maintenance to funding programs that meet the needs for serious 

http://www.hayward-ca.gov/
http://www.hayward-ca.gov/
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city situations such as homelessness. Our city’s ability to deliver these services and more is based 
on the health of property and transfer taxes, sales taxes, and the Measure A.  

We can strengthen property and transfer taxes in many different ways and some of these 
ways include: (1) improving our public schools. The city (with partners) needs to step in and help. 
This is an investment all of us need to make because good schools will attract and retain families 
in our neighborhoods. (2) Make our neighborhoods safe, clean and healthy. And (3), we need to 
be sure we stick to our economic development plan. In addition to residential properties, 
commercial and retail properties will certainly strengthen our capacity.  

Sales taxes are covered in our economic development strategic plan. I believe we have a 
good plan with good goals. 

2. Better Access to CSUEB Hayward 

The new campus master plan calls for a new entry road opposite Parkside Drive. This access 
would alleviate congestion and improve circulation, benefitting the campus and the community.  

Francisco Zermeño:  The Parkside entry into Cal State is a good plan as it would alleviate 
congestion, but why is Cal State held up, since, as per the sketch, most of the work would be 
done in its grounds? The City’s task would be to install traffic lights, pedestrian crosswalks, and 
paint arrows.  

I am not the least bit surprised that the litigation has been pending for more than a year. As 
I’ve stated too many times, one of my frustrations with all government, is the slowness with 
which it moves. It took me two years to name a courtyard at Chabot College, the César E. Chávez 
Plaza. Two years! It took our City one year to finally have our Council vote on Happy Hour. How 
much money was lost during that time, money that could have been in our coffers? 

Mark Salinas: Absolutely. CSUEB is growing and enrollments are expected to increase. Traffic of 
course is going to be a central issue. Ideally, we would have a great shuttle system from BART to 
CSUEB to Downtown Hayward to Southland. We do have the beginnings of one. As for opening 
up pathways to campus, I support any plan to make it easier to get people in and out of campus. 

3. The Beeline Bus 

The Beeline Bus from BART to campus would be fast, frequent, and free for all students, 
based on rapid bus technologies and financing by student parking fees and parking fines.   

Barbara Halliday: A good idea, but funding would be needed. Why aren’t people using the 
current shuttle? If ridership is relatively low but there is steady demand, smaller bus vehicles 
make sense. 

Francisco Zermeño:  The Beeline Bus is a fine idea, but I will not support if it does not include 
Southland and Chabot College. I have spoken with both presidents, at Chabot and at Cal State, 
about an Educational Shuttle, which would be ideal for our students in our Education 
Community. They both like it. They are supposed to discuss the idea. I am waiting.  

I have students who park at Chabot, take my class, go back to their car, drive to Cal State, 
take a class, and then return to Chabot. Some of them then drive over to Southland. This does 
not reduce our carbon footprint, nor does it follow our Climate Action Plan.  

Let’s do this correctly, for our students, for less student stress, and better for our Mother 
Earth. The Sierra Club should also back this idea. During my five years at UC Santa Bárbara, I took 
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the free shuttle to UCLA several times; out on Friday, back on Sunday. It can be done.  Now that 
we’re talking shuttles, another one that should be studied, and done, is an Industrial Shuttle, one 
that would serve our two Industrial areas, connecting them to BART and to Southland.  

An idea: since Cal State is at the top of a hill, it discourages both walking and bicycling to it. 
We can only easily get to its base, either at Carlos Bee or at Harder. In other places where this is 
the case, a funicular has been installed, with great success. Once we have a bike sharing 
program, and even if we don’t ever have it, I can see Peter, Paulo and Mary cycle over to Carlos 
Bee and Mission, load their bikes on the funicular and up to class they go. It could be a Cal State, 
City, County, and MTC project. Let’s work on it.   

Mark Salinas: Yes. I have been very vocal about this. Once Mission Blvd. begins to get developed 
I will keep an eye on this situation. I have lived in college towns where there was a good shuttle 
system from campus to the surrounding neighborhoods and it works. Just an idea but I would 
love to see not just any shuttle but a Hayward specific shuttle that gives a nod to our history. For 
example, a shuttle that looks like a trolley car.  

Perhaps we can enhance and even build newer walking trails from campus to Mission and 
make the trails educational journeys with interactive pit stops up and down the route. We would 
be promoting walking and exercise.  

Also, while look at Cal State we cannot neglect to consider Chabot College. Whatever we do 
for CSUEB we need to include Chabot College in the discussion and planning. For example, 
shared student housing, expansive shuttle routes, and shopping center with a focus on 
education. 

4. Bayview Quarry Village  

The City could support the project, a sustainable, walkable neighborhood, in concept, and 
support use of Cap and Trade funds from the State of California for planning and financial sport.  

Barbara Halliday: The city supported the concept of Quarry Village by giving the site the general 
plan and zoning designations needed for such a development. It now needs a developer. The 
grants noted mention “partnering;” a partner developer, including non-profit developers like 
Eden Housing, would have to be willing to take on the project. The city would not be able to put 
city resources into the work of developing the project, but it could be supportive in other ways 
such as using low income housing funds or backing tax exempt bonds or applying for grants. I do 
not see the city being able to take a leading role right now as this is not a high priority 
development site. 

Francisco Zermeño:  While I like the Bayview Quarry Village project, I have to wonder why it 
hasn’t been picked up by any developers and/or investors. Or why even Cal State has not jumped 
at the opportunity, since they do want to expand their Faculty housing. What I would like to see 
is a developer/investor approach the City, and, say, Eden Housing, about forming a JPA for this 
concept. It is working for South Hayward BART, so it could work here also. Once that partnership 
is formed, then the City could apply for those funds/grants. Let’s find a developer! 

Mark Salinas: I have already expressed support for this project in concept. In a perfect world The 
City would purchase this land and find a builder to build something. Affordable housing for 
college and university faculty and staff, housing for graduate students to begin families and set 
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roots in Hayward, and possibly a way for the campus to implement a housing model for people 
who need housing. The possibilities are endless.  

Dr. Lewis has suggested creative ways to finance it and perhaps we can explore this. I am 
certainly open to explore Dr. Lewis’s plan. I wonder what developers who specialize in university 
housing think about this site. This could be a great project for university students to take on. To 
this end, this site has lots of possibilities. 

5. Green Redevelopment on Mission Blvd. 

Along Mission Blvd. from Bee Blvd. to downtown, the City could support three to five story 
residential and retail with a shuttle, less parking, and parking cost unbundled from other rent.  

Barbara Halliday: If we are going to build higher density walkable neighborhoods, we need a mix 
of residential and commercial development. We seem to have no problem getting the 
residential, while it is almost impossible to get the commercial. We are trying through the 
Mission Blvd. form based code plan to figure out a way to insure there is a mix. 

Francisco Zermeño:  There isn’t much to develop down to Carlos Bee Blvd, as opposed to South 
Mission, but what can be developed, ought to be green. As one who grew up living in the back of 
our grocery story, and one who now lives a mere two blocks from work, and one who does not 
consider buses and metros (BART) just for lowlifers, I do appreciate and support a carless green 
society 100%. Question is, how long before carless USA residents become the ruling majority? It 
won’t be in 2014-18. I will work in it, for sure, singing and championing the benefits of Green 
living. 

Reminds me of the couple who bought a townhouse at Cannery Row, and are now upset 
because there is no space for them to park their four cars! Hear that they actually want to turn 
their park into a parking lot. Sad. I am all for Green development…the USA is not.   

At an MTC meeting last year, the MTC folks were all happy because they were about to start 
a Green Bicycle Sharing program…in the West Bay. I became persona non grata when I asked why 
it wasn’t being done in the East Bay, were we have three of the largest cities in the Bay Area. 
‘That will be done later,’ was their response. I’m waiting. 

Mark Salinas: The corridor between Harder and Carlos Bee (and even as far north to Palisade) 
ought to be a full education corridor. That whole corridor should focus on the education 
economy within our city. Housing, retail, food, hotel and conference center, and office space for 
research institutes. We ought to really aim toward a carless corridor (this is a vision document 
and I don’t know how this would look or work) but that corridor should be our attempted to get 
be people completely out of their car and walking. The corridor ought to be our nod to the 
future. Our nod to the future includes all of the clean and green technologies.  

I have been very vocal, the most vocal, on the council about the state of health in our city. I 
have been the one who has lead the charge to strike out and prohibit uses along that corridor for 
liquor stores, tobacco stores, and today we are working on ordinances to prohibit hookah 
lounges and vapor retailers. If we are committed to green redevelopment, then we must include 
public health.  

This year the city is installing fiber optics and that corridor will have infrastructure for 
technology. That corridor is virtually a blank slate and I deeply believe we should plan that 
corridor for our signature education city corridor. 
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6. Pedestrian access to CSUEB Hayward campus.  

Hillcrest and Home Avenues have road access to the campus, but the route is circuitous and 
requires walking in a traffic lane.  

Barbara Halliday: I support doing whatever we can to promote walking and make walking safer, 
easier and more pleasant for the walker. I could support the requirement for a dedicated path if 
feasible. 

Francisco Zermeño:  A good idea. It would also benefit Cal State, students, and the community. 
We should also support walking. Be assured that at least one of the seven council members, me, 
supports walking, 100%. 

Mark Salinas: Sure. This sounds like a good idea. This could certainly be worked out between the 
developer and the city. I don’t see any specific problem with it. If it works, then let’s do it. 

7. Code Enforcement and Fairway Park 

Many of the City’s 21 neighborhoods have a problem of slow building code enforcement at 
derelict and problem houses.  

Barbara Halliday: Fairway Park has already served as the incubator for problem solving 
programs. It was Fairway Park’s now famous meeting at the Treeview Swim Club in 2007 that 
gave birth to the Neighborhood Partnership Program. There has been an innovative culture 
growing at city hall the past few years. It is true that sometimes  bureaucracy gets in the way, 
and we should work to remove obstacles when possible, but sometimes time is needed to give 
due process and meet legal requirements. I think the former bowling alley is a key development 
site in the area, and I would like to see a long-sought community center there or nearby. 

Francisco Zermeño:  Vacant houses, as well as empty store fronts really are a problem. Of 
course, it doesn’t help that the system is on their side. Code enforcement is taken seriously, but 
at the moment, it lacks personnel to make sure that it is enforced all the time. We still have some 
work to do on this regards, and I will insist that our Staff keep working with both Thomas Silva 
and Tim May of the Rental Housing Association. Loss of personnel has decreased productivity. 
Our Staff is stretched thin, moral is at low ebb due to negotiations. Once the fat cows return to 
Hayward, we will be more productive, with more political will, for more positive results.  

On your note of bad looking lawns, it is time for USA culture to wean itself from green lawns. 
There’s even green lawing around our Cinema Place, for God’s sake! Not necessary. Casa 
Zermeño:  is slowly converting to native, drought resistant gorgeous plants. That is what our City 
should be encouraging, and the message will be loud and clear, beginning on June 4, 2014.  

I do agree with your assessment of Fairway Park, a neighborhood that does things well. 
South Hayward is forgotten, unfortunately. I am working on improving our  Tennyson 
Community, my neighborhood. 

Mark Salinas: One observation I have made while on the city council is that we have passed a lot 
of ordinances that prohibit behaviors, problem houses, and other situations. Now we have to 
enforce the ordinances. This is the key, enforcement. Enforcement is costly, sometimes takes 
multiple agencies, and timelines are typically lengthy. Here are some examples of this with 
current situations we are in today. Net cafes. The old city hall building. And, we have a bunch of 
buildings in downtown Hayward and along the Mission Corridor that need serious focus on. All of 
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these situations have taken many many staff hours and plenty of billable hours in our attorney’s 
office.  

Our strategy has been street level (i.e. code enforcement) and in court. I believe this has 
worked and if we need to work on bringing more swift action to the owners of the properties 
then we will. Believe me, I am focused on empty buildings in the city.  

By the way, as a member of the council’s economic development committee, I have been a 
loud voice regarding the way buildings look especially after they are renovated and redeveloped. 
I can point out several so-called remodeled buildings and they still look horrendous. 

8. South Hayward BART Area 

The current station area plan calls for a housing and commerce but also has a highly 
subsidized parking structure, a large increase in traffic, and poor pedestrian flow past commerce 
at the station exit.  

Barbara Halliday: We are doing much of the above already. We have formed a JPA with BART to 
address parking issues at South Hayward BART, where BART parkers now pay and are limited to 
certain areas. Paid parking will probably come soon to the downtown BART station, and perhaps 
throughout the downtown as demand increases.  We are reducing parking requirements in new 
housing, and we recently approved a project on A Street across from Lucky with unbundled 
parking and preference given to tenants without cars. But people still have cars, and we are 
getting some pushback from folks in the Cannery who feel they do not have enough parking. I 
agree in general with charging for parking in places of high demand. 

Francisco Zermeño:  Shuttles are great. There used to be the Flea, when we first arrived in 
Hayward, back in 1978. No more. ‘Time is money’ governs us…a personal car gets us there fast. 
Sad. We have no way, yet, to purchase a touristy looking streetcar from Gillig, one that would 
run up and down Mission, connecting our two BARTS. That is on my bucket list. Another one 
could be a tram/people mover, on Mission, from Whipple to 238, up and down. Would that be 
grand. Will never happen, though, at least not in my lifetime – 30 more years – or until, 
eventually we run out of fossil fuel.  

In México City, I used to ride the streetcar on Revolución Ave., south to the University. It is 
gone. Sadly. To make room for faster cars. Now, had I been the Mayor of México City, that would 
never have happened. Also, I am waiting for our bicycle sharing program. It is good, and free, to 
dream.  

Agreement on Dixon St., and Holiday Bowl. I continue running into a guy who keeps telling 
me that he wants to resurrect our bowling alley. I egg him on, and offer my support. To no avail. I 
can’t push him to it. I am waiting.    

I proudly state that I am one of the greenest Hayward residents, and have been for a long 
time, even before my Hayward years. Funny, however, that the Sierra Club has never endorsed 
me. Wonder if that’ll be the case this time around too.  

Yes, there is land available for development. I am waiting for purchasers and developers, 
which could take a while, since we are known as being unfriendly to developers and businesses. 
While I have been working on doing away with this anti strong local economy tag, it will be 
attacked ferociously by me on June 4.  
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A couple of items are missing from this section, especially in regards to the Tennyson 
Community: a supermarket and a coffee shop. 

I have approached Beto Chávez, owner of Chávez Market, to consider expanding his present 
small floor plan, into a larger concept. In it, I suggested to him, he could have his taquería, his 
South of the Border fare, but he would add a North of the Border section, so that his market 
would be double the size, would be a supermarket, and would not be tabbed an ‘ethnic market.’ 
I am waiting. The original South Hayward BART did include a grocery store and parking garage. 
That is now tabled, especially when Safeway turned down a generous offer.  

Regarding coffee, a couple of folks told me that Mexican don’t drink coffee and that it was 
the reason that there would never be a Starbucks or Pete’s on Tennyson Rd. I didn’t know that 
we didn’t drink coffee…been drinking it since I was 6! Anyway, that aside, I want a coffee shop on 
Tennyson. I have asked eOn Café, but they aren’t ready for a second shop. I asked the previous 
owner of Paddy’s in Union City. Not interested. April from Snappy’s Café is not ready either.  I am 
exploring a second Mocha Café, on Tennyson, manned by special education students from 
Tennyson and Mt. Eden High Schools. Superintendent Stan Dobbs supports the idea. 

Mark Salinas: | I have received Dr. Lewis’s lengthy reports and they are very thoughtful and 
thorough on these matters. I believe I have been the most disciplined individual on the council to 
advocate zero parking or very limited parking. I agree philosophically that if you build 
neighborhoods without parking we also need to educate home buyers about what they are 
buying and the philosophy and lifestyle we are trying to create.  

Shuttle services to and from South Hayward and Hayward BART stations are what we should 
be aiming for.  

The empty Holiday Bowl property is an example of what I was thinking about when I worked 
on the Economic Development Strategic Plan for 2014-2018. We designated it as a catalyst site 
and we are focused on doing something there. I would love to have an entertainment center for 
kids and young people. Privately owned or if the city can purchase it, then we can find a suitor 
for it. I say the later since this a working document and we’re throwing out ideas. That corner is a 
central anchor for that part of town and it would serve as a catalyst for that area of town. The 
South Hayward BART - Mission/Industrial Corridor is an extension to the Mission Corridor vision. 

9. Outdoor Meal Programs 

The City is supportive of indoor meal and food pantry programs but has approved an 
ordinance severely restricting outdoor food sharing.  

Barbara Halliday: The permit process was put in place because the city needs to take 
responsibility for problems emanating from our property just as we are asking others to do. We 
were getting a lot of complaints from the downtown neighborhood about these events. We have 
not banned them; we are simply regulating them to ensure neighborhood quality of life. The city 
needs to work with the county to address the issue of homelessness. Rather than a large center, I 
believe several smaller such centers offering food and services scattered throughout the county, 
would work better. They could develop based on needs and experience and could share ideas. 
The city does use our HUD grants to help get people into permanent housing rather than 
shelters. I am pleased that South Hayward Parish is planning to offer a bad weather shelter when 
necessary. We have an active religious community involved in helping; my church, First United 
Methodist on B Street, hosts weekly breakfasts provided mostly by the congregation at All Saints. 
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Francisco Zermeño:  I thank Betty DeForest for having challenged me to do something about our 
homeless and hungry folks. We sat down, and came up with the Ending Homelessness and 
Hunger in Hayward Task Force. I am proud of what we have accomplished collaboratively, in the 
year and a half that we’ve been in operation. I do it, don’t just talk it.  

We have merely scratched the surface however. At the moment, the situation is being 
worked on by the Task Force and by the City, although the latter, at a slower pace, as is normal 
with governments. The three major obstacles? Location of a center, money to pay for it, and 
money to fund the staff.  

I never saw feeding the needy as problematic. Boarding school. 4th grade. Guadalajara, 
Jalisco, México. I was a helper of the nuns who would take birotes – Mexican baguettes - to the 
children of Hospice Cabañas (now a great museum...but in those days, I only noticed the pretty 
colorful walls, painted by muralist José Clemente Orozco). When I gawk at those murals now, as 
was done last year, I relieve my youth, with watery eyes. 

Forward to 1970-90s. Salinas: , CA. My mother’s restaurant. She used to give away food to 
the needy, without any problems. Then folks in the USA started exercising their right to sue, at 
will. Get sick from a restaurant’s giveaway…sue the restaurant! A child hit by a section of a 
broken clay pot from a piñata? Sue the hosts! Now USA piñatas have a cardboard base and are 
very hard to break. In piñata culture, it is good luck to be hit by a piece of the broken pot! A child 
doesn’t dive into the piñata candy pile on the floor after the piñata is opened, has no candy, and 
thus suffers mental anguish? Sue the hosts! Heck, I threw our son into the pile. Now we have 
candy filled bags for those kids.  

A rider hits a pothole and falls. Sue the City! A suspect is arrested. Sue the City! So, when 
one of our residents in need suffers some ailment, due to having eaten food offered, Hayward 
will be sued. I my mind, this ordinance is preventive bureaucracy. Assuming innocence until 
shown guilt would be tremendous. Let’s work on it. 

Mark Salinas: Everybody knows I run The Kids’ Breakfast Club (TKBC). Elements of the 
requirements in the ordinance that was passed TKBC follows these. It’s expensive, the 
bureaucracy is lengthy, and it’s expensive. I have been cooking and serving meals to kids and 
families for 19 years and I’ve been doing with all volunteers from local businesses, schools, and 
colleges, and universities. TKBC has insurance and my assistant Guillermo Nevarez participated in 
the SaveServ Certification Program. So I didn’t think the ordinance asked for too much.  

Something I have been able to get to Hayward and it covers the entire city is Let’s Do Lunch 
Hayward...and breakfast too. This is a summer seamless breakfast and lunch program for 
Hayward and Hayward kids when school isn’t in session. While partnering with the school 
district, we have been able to deliver breakfast and lunches to kids throughout the whole city. No 
one is turned away.  

Strategies I have read about and talked about with other cities has been to have food trucks 
serve the homeless. They have all of the certifications and licenses to serve food. And, we simply 
reapply the funds to the food truck. Perhaps we can cover more people across town.  

I have asked Sara Lamnin for a cost analysis for an indoor site where we can provide meals 
and possibly other programs. A place with space to cover everybody. I haven’t received anything 
yet but I look forward to a cost analysis so then I can leverage my office to find funding for it.  
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I am proud of my track record figuring out ways and working with a wide range of agencies 
(HUSD, HARD, HPD, HFD, and faith communities) and people to successfully feed Hayward kids 
while school isn’t in session. I am going after this issue next and I plan to work with all of you to 
do it. 

10. Extreme Poverty 

Hayward has a significant homegrown homeless and destitute population needing a new, 
central center with the variety of services needed and a stronger “housing first” policy. 

Barbara Halliday: These are good ideas. The city could use some of its CDBG (block grant) 
funding for this type of project. 

Francisco Zermeño:  If our Hayward were a tourist mecca, and be as large as, say, San Francisco, 
it could survive the ever present social needs, as does San Francisco. We are not a tourist draw 
yet, and as a relatively new urban center, we have with us our urban characteristics. In other 
words, there is a contradiction between making Downtown prosperous and meeting social 
needs, simply because we don’t know how to do it, because it is new to us, and because our 
small size makes them seem larger than they are, and because we are not the large metropolis 
with a downtown social needs center, as Cecil Williams has in San Francisco. 

The Downtown merchants who have been up in arms, do so because it is something new to 
them. They concentrate, and rightly so, on their economic survival.  

Your assessment is in agreement with what I know. I also know that the City has no money, 
that our business owners are too preoccupied with finally getting over the Bush Recession hump, 
that the State balances its books on local governments’ backs, that our local Sacramento 
legislators have not been helpful, that our Hayward residents spend OUR Hayward dollars NOT in 
Hayward, that Caltrans is problematic, and that developers have been convinced, by our City’s 
actions, that we are unfriendly to businesses. That said, we have no money.  

It would not take millions to identify a Caltrans empty property close to a homeless area, 
outfit it with surplus remodeled shipping containers, and staff it with an employee and 
volunteers. This is also on my bucket list. Modestly speaking, I am well versed in this topic. I held 
my first annual blanket drive this past December. It was successful. Maybe your group can 
participate next year.  

I would agree that the County could help out here. However, Hayward has the misfortune of 
being located in South Alameda County, and not in Oakland. Oakland has a third of Alameda 
County’s population, yet it receives two thirds of the County’s money. Anyone know differently? I 
am not pleased with our supervisors, save for Sup Richard Valle, who seems genuinely concerned 
about South Alameda County. Witness the plight of our Community Hospital, St. Rose, which 
oddly enough is not part of your Hayward Ideas. I am not impressed with this culture of being pro 
North Alameda County, and will fight for change. Join me.  

The Salvation Army site is a good possibility. I connected Mary Beck to a banker friend for 
some possible building funding, from the bank. Ha! You’d have an easier time teaching math to a 
cat, than getting money out of a Bank. I do help the Salvation Army, every fourth Sunday, so I 
know their programs. Something about SA being antigay that’s a bit unsettling, though. The SA’s 
site is County, so you know that it will be difficult to have our Supervisors help out in their 
development of a center. The site opposite Lucky’s on A St. has been approved for Senior 
housing. 
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Mark Salinas: All of you (and council) deserves credit for going after structural inequality in 
Hayward and perhaps beyond. First, I have personally lived through some incredible experiences 
in Hayward. Born and raised in Hayward in a very middle class family. Family losing everything 
and homeless in Hayward. And, making a comeback. Finishing school, successfully completing 
college and graduate school, and going into a career that has given blessed me with a safe and 
healthy life. So I know from first-hand how complex this issue.  

To restructure social inequality we need to build our schools into palaces for learning. We 
need to start early and make sure our kids are educated and healthy so they can find a good job 
immediately after the graduate from school and college.  

Another strategy is this, we need to bring more jobs to Hayward. So they can hire Hayward. 
From entry level to professional level, we need to make sure we bring businesses and companies 
to Hayward and ensure that they hire Hayward first. To this end, we need to invest in our 
students today to prevent extreme poverty tomorrow.  

As for the ideas above, and to focus on inequality today, absolutely. To address the current 
situation we need money and a facility. Under current budget context, we’ll have to pull out of 
reserve or general fund to do something sweeping and set a baseline so programmers can build 
on it. Sometimes funders like to see existing secure funding before they augment and/or 
supplement funding. I am committed to work with area experts to come up with a plan to 
protect the vulnerable, increase incomes, and get people jobs. 

11. Mandatory inspections 

The current mandatory rental inspection program is probably not cost-effective and the 
costs are passed on to renters. The City could study alternatives that work in adjacent cities.  

Barbara Halliday: The city is currently working on revising its residential rental inspection 
program and is  working with rental property owners and their association to accomplish some of 
these objectives. We are generally moving in a direction that will reduce costs to well managed 
projects and exact inspection and abatement costs from those causing the problems. 

Francisco Zermeño:  For this, we are working with the Rental Housing Association, and we should 
be able to improve the process. I agree on it not making ‘sense to ticket a proper installation for 
a lack of a permit.’ Please provide me with examples, in order to correct this. 

Mark Salinas: Yes, this makes sense and I plan to review this. There are plenty of people out 
there (rental owners) who have a long standing issue with this ordinance. I am currently in 
discussion with one group on this and they share similar sentiments. 

12. 1979 Rent Controls 

Low quality rental housing and social problems are highly correlated with the 7/1/1979 rent 
controls, which affect about 14,000 houses. The City could phase out these controls. 

Barbara Halliday: It is my understanding that it is lack of will, not money, that keeps some 
landlords from providing proper maintenance and repairs. The city needs to continue to put the 
burden on the property owners to abide by regulations and keep their units safe and habitable. 

Francisco Zermeño:  We lack folks who want to build apartments in Hayward. We need to get 
them back. Let’s identify those outdated controls, one by one, and deal with them. We also have 
owners who allow their units to deteriorate, opting to concentrate on the collection of the rent.  
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Renters might be able to pay more but they might not be willing, especially if no 
improvements are seen in their units.  I would rather tackle the slumlord syndrome, one a time, 
beginning with the Green Shutter. It will be a tough job, but we have to give it a try. Many people 
talk about what slumlords do, but do nothing about it. Absentee landlords are next. 

Mark Salinas: This is a very good idea. Worth exploring if it indeed will spur a movement to 
renovate neighborhoods like Tyrrell, Shepherd, and Gading. I like it. 

13. City vacancy decontrol 

 Statewide vacancy decontrol under the Costa-Hawkins Rental Housing Act of 1999 is 
automatic, so landlords do not use city vacancy decontrol procedures, which have paperwork 
hassles and high cost. The City could consider getting rid of its requirements. 

Francisco Zermeño:  I will look into this. 

Mark Salinas: This is provocative and it piques my interest. 

14. Just Cause Evictions 

The 1979 controls create a double standard creating unnecessary hurdles—notice 
requirements, special record keeping, complicated warnings, 30 day delays--which can be abused 
legally to delay evictions and hinder rehabilitation.  

Barbara Halliday: We discussed this issue when we were approving the social nuisance 
ordinance, and we believe that the process we developed will help owners to meet the necessary 
requirements to evict problem tenants. 

Francisco Zermeño:  Educating both the owners and the tenants on these regulations is the best 
idea, and that means a good working relationship with RHA.  We have passed a Noise Ordinance, 
and it will be helpful in providing owners with reports. 

Mark Salinas: We just passed a social nuisance ordinance that gives tools to the city and 
apartment owner to evict problem tenants. And, yes, there is an education component to the 
ordinance. 

15. Survey investors in rental housing 

The City could survey investors in rental housing in the East Bay to see what reputation 
Hayward has, such as pre-1979 unit investment problems, and how it might be improved.  

Barbara Halliday: The city is currently working with the Rental Housing Association and rental 
housing owners to improve our current inspection ordinance to provide greater control over 
problem properties while not over-penalizing well managed sites. Many of the owners of the 
problem properties live elsewhere and seem to have no trouble filling their units with low 
income, often Section 8, tenants. With some new regulations passed last year to reduce blight 
and social nuisances emanating from properties, the city is now fining owners of problem 
properties, repeatedly if necessary, to get their attention. If the fines are not paid, they are 
placed as liens on the properties.  I also favor using some of our affordable housing money to 
take over some of the worst properties and work with a responsible affordable housing 
developer such as Eden Housing to rehabilitate and manage them. 

Francisco Zermeño:  In agreement, which is why I have tried to maintain a good working 
relationship with Thomas Silva of the RHA, since 1985. 
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Mark Salinas: Yes. I agree. Perhaps we could commission a full length study on this and through 
the economic development department we can figure this out. This could be a great working 
group off of council’s economic development committee. 

16. New housing  

The City could require new multi-family housing to be approved for condos but let the 
market decide between renting or selling the units. Rentals do not necessarily mean low quality.  

Barbara Halliday: I believe our current review process can accomplish much of what is discussed 
here. We certainly do place requirements to get public benefits from proposed projects. There 
has been a bias on the part of the Council for a while against rental housing. I think this needs to 
change; the recent housing market crisis should have made it clear that rental housing is needed 
for people who do not yet have the means to buy. Newer rental properties in the city do not 
cause problems because sufficient conditions are place to prevent such problems. I do agree that 
elected and appointed officials often do not have a clue about profit margins in the housing 
industry, and I would support efforts to educate us and give us a better understanding of housing 
investor needs. 

Francisco Zermeño:  At present, homeownership in Hayward is about 57%. I would like to raise 
that. Too, I would love to see developers return to our Fine City, and once they do, we can have 
these conversations with them. We have just approved updated codes for our City. It is an 
improvement, and if more clarity is needed, then, it will be done. 

Mark Salinas: I support this but there is a rather negative tone when the discussion comes to 
rentals, any rentals. There’s nothing wrong with rentals, and we can regulate them with strict 
policies. A recommendation could come from the Council Economic Development Committee 
(CEDC). This is good.] 

17. Caltrans surplus property 

The City could review Caltrans surplus property and prioritize which properties Caltrans 
should sell next. Remaining properties are problematic until a master developer is found.  

Francisco Zermeño:  Good ideas. While Cal Trans seems a bit too set on its ways, with little room 
for flexibility, I will try. Case in point: A good friend grew up in one of the Cal Trans houses. She 
tried to buy it, and keep it in the family. A great idea. She called Cal Trans. Nope. It was up for 
public bidding. She called me for help. I called, and almost begged on my knees. Nope. The house 
would be open for bidding. Frances lost her childhood home to some future absentee landlord 
from a faraway land in the Pacific, who cared little about that house. That inflexibility is a toughie 
to break, but I will try.  

I am sure that Caltrans want to see the quarry site sold. We’re waiting for a buyer. 

Mark Salinas: Getting Caltrans to listen to us will be a challenge but this looks like a good idea. 

18. Green Shutter Hotel and B St. 

The Green Shutter Hotel is a physical building problem and a social problem for the 
surrounding area. It needs expensive rehabilitation and better management of tenants. 

Barbara Halliday: I agree with the potential for our downtown. Unfortunately, the lack of will on 
the part of owners of some of the older properties has prevented progress. With the loss of 
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redevelopment, the city’s ability to address these problems is made much harder. We continue 
to look for ways to help downtown businesses and bring visitors to the downtown, and things 
have improved somewhat. We are continuing to study the traffic situation and are open to 
changes. The money from the sale of 238 properties is going into a fund that will help fund future 
transportation needs. It is promising that there is a new attitude at ACTC regarding funding of 
street improvements; in place of old “Level of Service (LOS)” standards, there is now more 
emphasis on “complete streets” that serve people in all modes, including those on foot, that will 
help facilitate funding for projects that improve pedestrian, bicycle and public transit movement. 

Francisco Zermeño:  The first question is if GSH can be rehabilitated, and how expensive it would 
be to do so. Besides tearing down Palmtag, there was a missed opportunity in not having put 
office space on a second or third floor in its replacement. Agreement on Newman Park…it needs 
to be reopened, with more lighting in the corner.  

On the Green Shutter, while the owner keeps receiving those nice rents, he will do nothing 
to improve either tenants or the interior. Last I heard, he wants over $3M for the building. I 
would not mind the City taking it over, and working with Eden Housing on its management. It is a 
definite problem for our Downtown. The one solution that I will work on is a Walking Downtown 
Beat by our Police Department. 

Mark Salinas: I cannot comment on the Green Shutter specifically. However, I will say this, my 
vision for Downtown Hayward is an entertainment district. With arts and culture as a central 
element. Food, entertainment, and galleries. Our Downtown ought to be what draws students 
from CSUEB, Chabot College, and other professional schools. Our Downtown ought to include 
restaurants for families and urban professionals who would take BART from anywhere on the line 
to come to Downtown Hayward. I also envision Main Street a restaurant row with entrainment 
and other retail stores. I agree with all of the above and I can certainly provide more when we 
talk face-to-face. 

19. Access to Downtown 

Downtown should be a destination, not a thoroughfare with wide rivers of pavement. 
Downtown is now an island in the middle of a near-freeway.  

Barbara Halliday: The loop has been successful in achieving what the voters voted for in 
approving the Measure B funding that was used for it: improving traffic flow along Mission and 
Foothill, as was clearly stipulated in the judgment resulting from the lawsuit brought by the 
opponents of the Foothill Freeway. As a result of that lawsuit, the city had no choice but to 
develop such a project or let the funding go and allow the massive traffic jams to continue.  

We are carefully monitoring the results and will make adjustments and changes as needed, 
perhaps with use of the money from the sale of the 238 properties. I argued strongly for safe 
pedestrian crossings, and I think we have achieved that. We do need to work on cutting speeds 
during non-busy times of day, and I think that short of removing traffic altogether on B Street 
(which I am sure would not be popular with business owners) we could change it to two-way, put 
in parallel parking, and use the pedestrian crossing lights in the street as you have described to 
help slow people down. Because of the change in attitude at ACTC as noted in my answer above, 
I think that we can identify projects and obtain funding to accomplish some of these goals.  
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Francisco Zermeño:  Downtown can be both a Destination and a Home-Work Route. Destination 
not only to our Residents but also for those who choose the stress of living miles away from 
work…it is USA culture. I want to work on making them stop a bit, to see, to walk, to shop. That is 
why I work with our Economic Development folks and with business owners Downtown…to begin 
to work on those drivers. It can be done. Darren from Doc’s Wine Shop tells me that he has 30 
new customers due to a GenTech bus driving by on Foothill. Our son used to go to Union City for 
his movies. Why? It took him less time. Now he goes to our Cinema Place because he can get 
there faster. 

The major problem at the moment is going north on Foothill, after the D St. intersection, 
where folks wanting to go East on C, B or A, have to be careful in changing lanes, with folks 
wanting to go west at B or A. That is being worked on. What also is needed is parking behind the 
Foothill stores 

Mark Salinas: There’s a lot of people waiting for the analysis concerning the loop. I will certainly 
do this when it’s all implemented and we have patrol officers out there.  We have clearly 
demonstrated that we can bring people to downtown and this is good. I like this. I have made my 
voice known on council about slowing down traffic through the loop. But, we need retail in 
downtown for when people stop they can shop. 

20. Parking Fee Pilot Projects 

Some downtown public parking is in high demand. The City could experiment with a pay-to-
park system based on two fundamental ideas: willingness to pay and ease of payment.  

Barbara Halliday: As demand increases, paid parking will inevitably come to the downtown, 
perhaps sooner rather than later. We have not yet reached that demand point, as you point out, 
and we need to strongly consider the impact of parking charges on downtown merchants. 

Francisco Zermeño:  There used to be parking meters in Downtown. It was Councilmember 
Jiménez project to get rid of them. He did. I prefer free parking, and believe that folks will take 
the cheap way out, and avoid paying for parking. 

Mark Salinas: Dr. Lewis, I’ve learned more about parking with you than with anyone else. You’re 
incredible. Right now, I want to preserve free parking and when we get to the point where we 
need to move to charging, then we will look at it. Right now, Downtown is busy and parking is 
hard sometimes to find. However, I like your ideas but right now people like free parking. Ideally I 
would like to have Downtown Hayward full of retail so people would want to park a short walk 
away. It’s in those short walks that other retailers benefit. 

21. Downtown Redevelopment: The Boulevard 

What is realistic for investors for downtown? More commerce or more residential?  

Francisco Zermeño:  It would seem that a combination is best, so I favor a housing and 
commercial development at the Mervin’s site.  

B St. is not a failure.  
Residents on the west side of Foothill would not have to cross the wide river of asphalt, to 

go to B St. or to BART. They would need to, however, to visit the museum, or shop on the east 
side of Foothill. I agree that the larger Boulevard plan would be best. My shuttle idea of Mission 
to 238 would work very well here. 
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Mark Salinas: This is a good review but I cannot comment on this either.  

22. Downtown Redevelopment: Hotel Convention Center 

Should Hayward resist housing for a key opportunity site in order to get a hotel and 
convention center? Is it economically realistic? 

Barbara Halliday: I would like to see a downtown hotel/conference center, and I think that the 
City Center and BART properties are both potential sites. 

Francisco Zermeño:  I favor offices in the empty Mervyns building, and a convention center at 
the old Centennial Hall site. I want that ugly chain link fence surrounding the BART property 
made attractive, over by the BART station, then we can deal with BART about its use and 
development. 

Mark Salinas: I want to convene a group of hotel and convention center experts and ask for their 
opinion about the possibilities of a hotel and convention center in Hayward. I can think of a 
couple of places to put one. The Mervyns site (ideally), on Civic Center Drive (ideally), and on 
Mission Blvd. Dare I say it, where the Downtown Hayward library is today. Across the street from 
the brand new library. Dare I say that too. 

23. BART Taxi Stand 

The BART taxi stand on the north side of A St. is inconvenient to reach and cold easily be 
moved closer to the station exit. 

Barbara Halliday: I agree the current taxi stand location is not ideal, and I would favor moving it 
across B Street to the BART property. 

Francisco Zermeño:  I agree that the taxis should be closer to the BART exit, and will discuss it 
with BART next time we meet. On a related issue, I want our Greyhound station to be more 
attractive and conducive to bus transportation. Three outside plastic uncomfortable 
benches…come on! How is this conducive to encouraging bus transportation? Likewise for our 
Amtrak station, where I’ve had to wait, coldly wait, for the 7:20am train to Sacramento.  

By the way, another thing missing from your ideas are covered and lighted Bus Stop Shelters 
in our City. Last I heard, they run about $1,500. If we are serious about modifying our USA Car-
loving culture, then we have to work on this, and approach ACTransit. I have. Just as I did with 
three of its Directors about Shopping Hayward First. They now buy buses from Gillig. I am happy. 

Mark Salinas: Anything is better than what we have now there. Yes, something needs to be done 
with that. 

24. Fourth Street extension. 

Fourth Street is too narrow from C St. to D St. and needs to be extended to E St. We need a 
nice bridge across Sulfur Creek and keeping the wooded creek shed area in open. 

Francisco Zermeño:  Not sure what the reasons are for this. A problem might be that 4th St. 
would be extended to the intersection of E St. and East Ave. I will study this, some more, 
especially since that intersection would be a good location for a Roundabout. 

Mark Salinas: Sounds appropriate. 
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25. Home energy audits and energy upgrades 

The City has a good Climate Action Plan but needs a better system to persuade homeowners 
to get energy audits and to upgrade. 

Barbara Halliday: Reducing residential energy use is key to meeting the goals of our Climate 
Action Plan, New building standards will help, but there is a major problem with the existing 
older housing stock. As part of the newly created Energy Council under the auspices of Alameda 
County Waste Management Authority, we will be looking for grant money to use in upgrading 
older homes to reduce energy usage. 

Francisco Zermeño:  Yes, our Climate Action Plan is a good one. In general, our residents seem to 
not want to spend money on making their homes more earth friendly, and that if they do, they 
will do so when they see a need to do it. It would be better to lead by example, and recommend 
as much as possible. 

Mark Salinas: Principally, if there are good and strong incentives from the city, then people will 
voluntarily upgrade their home. The ones who can afford it. A lot of homes are so old that to 
upgrade is very expensive. 

26. Apartment energy and waste 

The economics of energy conservation for apartments are difficult to balance between 
owners and renters. Both need incentives, the owners to invest and the renters to conserve. 

Barbara Halliday: These are good ideas to consider. The city is currently in contract negotiations 
with Waste Management and hopes to achieve some objectives that will help the situation in 
multi-family buildings, and Stop Waste, on which I represent the city, is working on this issue as 
well. 

Francisco Zermeño:  The idea of bringing about a cultural change is a good idea, as it would help 
our Climate Action Plan. A collaboration with RHA is very important. 

Mark Salinas: I like this. Sounds good. We are now negotiating with “WM” and the details of a 
contract will be revealed soon. 

27. Parking for sustainability 

The City subsidizes parking with parking requirements and bundling parking costs into rent, 
rather than promoting some simple system to charge based on willingness to pay. 

Barbara Halliday: As noted above, the city recently approved a 60-unit senior housing project on 
A Street that unbundles parking and will give precedence to non-car-owning tenants. This may 
serve as a good model going forward. 

Francisco Zermeño:  Agreed, meaning that we need to start working on lessening the 
dependency on cars. I have been doing this for quite a while. It is a toughie, but we can start to 
make some inroads, and, as with everything, a study is needed. Important to this topic would a 
bicycle sharing program, since bicycles do not take that much parking space. 

I also would like to see a permanent carless Main Street, from A to C Streets. Would that be 
wonderful! It is being done all over the world. Why can’t the 167th largest city in the USA join the 
carless club? It is on my bucket list.   
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28. Short corridor development 

A short corridor is one that can be served by a shuttle bus or two with a ten minute or better 
headway during most of the day using rapid bus and eco-pass concepts. 

Barbara Halliday: I agree that shuttles could be very useful in these areas. The problem is going 
to be funding funds for operating them. I would support the use of ACTC funds for this purpose. 
Para-transit works well and could be a model for a broader program. 

Francisco Zermeño:  As stated, shuttles, trams, people movers, a funicular, bicycles, and feet are 
what I would like to see. 

Mark Salinas: Alameda County Supervisor Valle is focusing on the Tennyson Corridor. We must 
be a part of that discussion because there are parallels between this and what he wants to do. 

29. Green Smart Growth 

How well is smart growth performing at Atherton Place, City Centre, and City Walk? Do the 
residents shop downtown? How much have they reduced car use and increased walk or transit?  

Barbara Halliday: We did a study several years ago that I believe did show that a large majority 
of the new residents downtown use downtown businesses. Perhaps it is time for another survey. 
New green building standards are in place that cover many of the items mentioned above.  

Francisco Zermeño:  Good questions. We can work with their homeowners’ associations to poll 
residents. 

Mark Salinas: Survey what? Besides the few hustling and bustling business in Downtown, there’s 
nowhere to shop for clothes and other items that will draw people to downtown. We could 
survey them but they will tell us what we already know...there’s limited options in Downtown 
Hayward.  

We have our survey and that tells us good data. So we already know some good information. 
I see what your point is here but we need to move downtown Hayward building owners to do 
something with their empty buildings so we can begin to build up our downtown and draw 
people from the surrounding neighborhoods and farther from around the city.  

To this end, I want Mimi and her friends from Fairway Park to get on a trolley from their 
neighborhood to Downtown and eat and shop. That’s my goal. 

30. Electricity 

Community Choice Aggregation (CCA) is a way to get affordable and sustainable municipal 
energy. Many localities have their own utilities, like Alameda, and can charge less than PG&E.  

Barbara Halliday: The Sustainability Committee will be discussing CCA’s at a meeting later this 
year. 

Francisco Zermeño:  I am sure that we will study CCAs. We are also looking into solar energy, 
both for the city and for our residents. I would like to see more electric cars in our fleet. 

Mark Salinas: Sounds good. I like this. 

31. Toilets 

Toilets pollute good drinking water creating  wastewater treatment costs. Modern 
composting toilets are being used in a class A office buildings in Seattle.  
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Francisco Zermeño:  Something worth looking into. 

Mark Salinas: It will be interesting to see what happens especially this season because we are 
walking into a serious time for water. This time in history could certainly spur new innovative 
ways. 

32. The Arts, Music, and History 

Hayward citizens are active in the arts, music, and history. City Hall has an excellent art 
gallery. More could be done at low cost by the City to enhance these cultural activities.  

Barbara Halliday: The city has done a good job on its own of bringing art to the city. I was part of 
the committee that solicited and reviewed proposals for two of the first new murals in the 
downtown – the ones on the parking garage on Watkins across from city hall. I think it would be 
reasonable to ask a major developer to provide some funds for an art project. I strongly support 
most of the major cultural organizations in the city, including HAHS, HAC and Sun Gallery, and I 
think the city works will with them in many ways, including providing grants through our 
Community Services Commission. We did ask HAC and Sun Gallery to consider merging a few 
years ago, but they were not successful in their negotiations. 

Francisco Zermeño:  I am all for art, especially public art, which, aside from our murals and utility 
boxes, is nonexistent. Great minds think alike…I’ve also thought about a Cultural Art Commission 
for our City. While a Board member of the Hayward Arts Council, I introduced the idea of City 
Murals, in order to create our own niche, since we don’t have snow, marina, water slides, a 
racetrack, a beaches, wine, or a mission. They liked the idea. We applied for a County art grant. 
Received $500. Created a mural booklet. The rest is history.   

I am a member of the Hayward Arts Council and the Sun Gallery, as well as the Hayward 
Area Historical Society. Too, I cofounded our Hayward Youth Mariachi program. I couple of 
months ago, I introduced our Hayward Arts Council to the owner of ‘The Bank”, so that we could 
begin talks of having an art gallery there. It is a double toughie, but I’ll keep trying. Sadly, Julian’s 
closed, but I am working on having a friend open a jazz club Downtown. 

Mark Salinas: All of this sounds good.  

33. Libraries 

By library standards, the Hayward Library system is over-used and very under-sized. The 
Main Library is old and cannot be rehabilitated and expanded in a cost-effective way. Measure B 
would build a new one. 

Barbara Halliday: Both my husband and I volunteer in different programs at the Hayward library 
and are acutely aware of the need for more space and upgraded facilities. The city is in the 
process of considering a tax measure that would, in part, finance construction of a new library 
downtown. Stay tuned, and lend your support when this comes to Council  (and subsequently to 
the voters) if you want to see it happen. 

Francisco Zermeño:  Our City and residents would be well served by the planned new library. I 
support it fully, especially because it would be a boost to our local economy. I would keep our old 
library to house the Cultural Arts Commission. I organized one Art in the Park a while back. 
Would be nice to see that again. 



20 |  P a g e
 

Mark Salinas: Yes. Good summary. The library is going to be such a significant element to 
Downtown Hayward. There are many different moving parts to this issues and I support the idea 
for a new library. 

34. Recreational trails 

The City and HARD should study how to get an east-west trail connecting the bay with the 
ridge along San Lorenzo Creek, the PG&E corridor, Industrial Parkway canal, or Dry Creek. 

Barbara Halliday: I strongly support cooperative efforts between the city, HARD and East Bay 
Regional Park System to develop new trails wherever possible. 

Francisco Zermeño:  As a walker, and tree and Nature lover, I would love more trails. They would 
be good for bicycling too. That is one of the reasons that I have established a good relationship 
with some of the folks at H.A.R.D. Because of it, we now have one of the first agave gardens in 
the USA, bocce courts, and our first Doggie Park. In my last meeting with HARD General Manager 
John Gouveia, I started discussing expanding our PG&E Greenbelt, from Hesperian to Industrial 
Blvd.   

Mark Salinas: I will check to see if these are in the general plan. We must raise these issues and 
put them in the General Plan. 
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