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The City of Hayward is studying a plan which would
widen Foothill from south of Grove Way to the
freeway on-ramps at Apple Ave, would widen
Foothill downtown from eight to ten lanes, and
would widen Mission from Foothill to Harder Rd.
from four lanes to eight lanes. These widenings
would require condemnations of over two miles of
businesses, homes, parks, and other land. These

widening will not solve the congestion problem, but
they will destroy an important part of Hayward and
preempt the real solutions, smart growth and transit.
HAPA proposes, instead, policies which will help
increase enrollments at Cal State Hayward, increase
affordable housing and transit, and increase local
business.

Foothill North End: The current proposal would
improve the right turn from Foothill to Grove Way
and access to freeway on-ramps. The widenings,
however, condemn existing east side businesses,
reduce growth potential, and make it even more
difficult for pedestrians to cross Foothill. There is no
real need to improve the right turn. The freeway
ramps can be moved north onto existing vacant land.
Moving the ramps north also frees up land for
commercial development and housing for Alameda
County. 

Missing connector, 580/238 Interchange:
Currently, traffic can go north on Foothill to east on
I580, but not the other way, resulting in more traffic
on Center Street, Grove Way, A St., B St.,
Strobridge, the Hobert cut-through, and Grove Way.
We need to build the missing connector  from west to
south on Foothill Blvd. Castro Valley people need to
ask Alameda County to ask Caltrans to study this
connector, which is a less expensive project that the
one currently planned but not fully funded. The
redesign could be affordable with existing funds.

Foothill Downtown. The current proposal  requires
condemnation and demolition of all the businesses on
the east side from San Lorenzo Creek to E St. to.
Foothill is already a wide street and difficult to cross
and would become even wider. The main street
though downtown would look more like a freeway,
all but eliminating its urban value. The big increase
in pavement would also induce additional traffic,
which is now held in check by congestion, which
keeps more traffic on parallel arterials and the
interstates. 
     Foothill should not be widened. Residential
development oriented to walking and transit is a
better solution for a sustainable, liveable downtown.
This approach also keeps the tax revenues for the city

from existing businesses and keeps the jobs and
businesses going. 

Mission. The current proposal would widen Mission
from four lanes to eight, requiring condemnation of
most properties on the east side from E St. to Harder
Road, with all the problems mentioned for Foothill
Downtown. Instead, Mission can be widened to six
lanes during peak hour within the existing right of
way, and there is still room for bicycle lanes. As with
Foothill, residential development and retention of
existing businesses and parks is a better idea.

Bus Rapid Transit. Instead of more pavement for
more cars, we should have a high quality, rapid,
frequent bus service from Hayward BART to the Cal
State campus. With wide doors, fast fare collection,
no-step entry and exit, signal preference, powerful
clean motors, and a route to the heart of the campus,
“BURT” would be faster than driving. Drivers are
slowed down by campus traffic, driving around lots
looking for spaces, and long walks in from distant
lots. 

The Carlos Bee Quarry. About 30 acres of surplus
Caltrans land is up for grabs. It could be used for “car
free” housing, with lower rents, transit passes and
taxi credits in monthly rent, and mobility by BURT.
Transit-oriented residential development along
Foothill Mission and at the Quarry would provide the
ridership to support BURT, and BURT would make
a car-free lifestyle possible. Such a lifestyle is not
only less expensive, but also reduces air pollution
and global warming gases, reduces energy
consumption and resource use, improves personal
health and safety, and is more sustainable in the long
run. A survey of 100 Cal State students in 2003
showed that about 1/4 to 1/3 would want to live in
such housing. 



Mission Blvd. Possible Cross-Section

Caltrans allows 11' lane width design as an exemption to the usual 12' width. Palo Alto and Mt. View have
obtained exemptions.

Mission Blvd. Right of Way is 100 feet or wider.

100' cross section configuration worth developing and studying:

6 travel lanes at 11' each, with parking during non-peak      66'
2 bike lanes at 7' each                                                           14'
2 sidewalks at 6' each                                                           12'
new total                                                                               92'

available for median                                                              8'

How to join HAPA:

Send check for $20 to HAPA, % B. Barrett, 2675 Hillcrest Ave., Hayward CA 94542

We need your mailing address, telephone number (we will not call for funds, period), and email address.

Sherman Lewis, Chair, 538-3692, slewis@csuhayward.edu

Evelyn Cormier, Secretary

Bruce Barrett, Treasurer and Webmaster

Up to 1970: http://www.geocities.com/gohapa/index.html

2003, Foothill Mission: http://brucebarrett.com/hapa
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